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Transfer Students
One Goal: Many Pathways

1

Vertical Transfer: 
College-to-University
(UCF DirectConnect™or
USF FUSE)

2

Lateral Transfer:  
College to College or 
University to University

3

Reverse Transfer: 
University to College 
possibly obtaining A.A. 
retroactively
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Admittedly, when we think of a “transfer pathway” we almost automatically assume the college-to-university or vertical pathway.  UCF has partner colleges through our DirectConnect program, and USF has eight colleges in the FUSE program), both of which are intended to be seamless.  However colleges and universities also receive transfer students by lateral transfers - 2-year to 2-year and 4-year to 4-year as well as reverse transfer pathways, in which the student transfers credits to the collegeReverse transfer students originally meant those students who physically transferred from a four-year college or university to a two-year college before obtaining a degree from the four-year institution. Recently, the concept of reverse transfer has evolved to include students who transfer university-earned credits from a four-year institution back to their prior two-year institution and then retroactively receive an A.A. degree.  In fact, some community colleges are actively developing partnerships with universities to create formal programs for reverse transfer.  The ‘Credit When It’s Due’ (CWID) initiative was launched in 2012 by the Funders Collaborative for CWID, comprised of the Lumina Foundation, The Kresge Foundation, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, USA Funds, the Helios Education Foundation and Greater Texas Foundation. The purpose of CWID is to “significantly expand programs that award associate degrees to transfer students when the student completes the requirements for the associate degree while pursuing a bachelor’s degree.” Friedel, Janice Nahra and Wilson, Sarah L. (2015) ‘The New Reverse Transfer: A National Landscape.”  Community College Journal of Research and Practice, 39: 70-86.McCambly, Heather N., Debra D. Bragg, and Office of Community College Research and Leadership Illinois University. 2016. “Reforming Transfer to Meet the Needs of ‘Post-Traditional’ Transfer Students: Insights from Credit When It’s Due.” Office of Community College Research and Leadership.  



Transfer Students: 
Challenges 
They Face

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC.

Mt. 
“Transfer Shock”

More likely to be employed and/or 
have family responsibilities 

https://www.peoplematters.in/article/sme-talent/onboarding-challenges-in-smes-14950
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/




Information 
Literacy 

Information literacy is the set of 
integrated abilities encompassing 
the reflective discovery of 
information, the understanding of 
how information is produced
and valued, and the use of 
information in creating new 
knowledge 
and participating ethically in 
communities of learning.

American Library Association (2015, February 9). Framework for Information Literacy 
for Higher Education. Retrieved from http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilfra

http://www.ala.org/acrl/standards/ilfra


(ACRL, 2015)

Information Has Value

Information Creation as a Process

Searching as Strategic Exploration

Authority is Constructed and Contextual

Research as Inquiry

Scholarship as Conversation



Information 
Literacy 
Framework

The Framework provides an 
excellent metacognitive pathway 
to engage other discipline 
faculty to begin conversations 
about crossing thresholds of 
understandings by applying 
information literacy 
competencies to specific course 
assignments.
This approach enriches student 
learning in a trans-disciplinary 
scoped and scaffolded
but rigorous environment.



Scaffolding 
Instruction

Scaffolding information 
literacy concepts by 
course level keeps 
students moving forward
and towards crossing 
new thresholds of 
understanding 
throughout their 
academic journey.
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One of the best preparedness tools to deliver to students early in their academic career is to teach information literacy early and often in a variety of discipline-specific courses.  (Kaufmann, 2018+add other authors Maybee, Bruce, etc.) Students who are confident about their ability to find, evaluate and use information well for their coursework have a great advantage as they transfer from one institution to another.  This is because they have acquired certain understandings of information literacy (information science) as threshold concepts.       Threshold concepts represent portals through which individuals cross and have a transformed understanding for a fundamental concept in a discipline.  Threshold concepts have certain features or attributes. Threshold concepts are: expand information for each bulletTransformativeTroublesomeIrreversibleIntegrativeBoundedDiscursiveReconstitutiveLiminal(Meyer and Land, 2006a; 2006b as cited in Maid and D’Angelo, Chapter 2- provided by Dr. Holly Larson)



Scaffolding Instruction 
for Transfer Students

For 
transfer students, 
this is especially 
poignant for their 
learning and 
continued progress 
as critical thinkers 
and 21st century 
lifelong learners.

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND.

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/sca/cresource/q1/p01/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


Communication 
& Collaboration

Partnerships



by Peggy L. Nuhn and Karen F. Kaufmann

Forthcoming July 2020

Supporting Transfer Success: The Essential Role of College and 
University Libraries

https://www.abc-clio.com/ABC-CLIOCorporate/product.aspx?pc=A6186P


Conclusion
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